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December 29, 2004, 0300 PDT (FTW) -T his past year we have seen how volatile the oil market has become as the 
world approaches peak oil production. But the recent softening of oil prices demonstrates that we have not yet 
peaked. What we are experiencing right now is a tight oil market. Production can still increase, but not by much and 
only with difficulty. The good news is that we are producing more oil than ever before. The bad news is that produc- 
tion is barely keeping up with consumption, and the decline is still ahead of us. 

In this tight situation, anything which disrupts oil production around the globe has an effect on prices. This year oil 
prices were driven up by the triple whammy of the Iraq invasion, civil unrest leading to production disruption in Nige- 
ria, and hurricanes in the Gulf. Production could not increase enough to cover all of those shortages. But now the hur- 
ricane season is long over, and Nigeria is back in business. Barring further disruptions - such as the horror of a 9.0 
earthquake in the Indian Ocean - prices should remain soft for the short term. 

2005 Energy Picture 

In fact, oil prices might drop back below $20/barrel before 2005 is over - depending on circumstances. Several new 
large fields should come online this year, adding extra capacity. These are the last of the 500 million barrel mega 
fields, since none has been discovered in the past few years. Eighteen new mega projects are due to start producing 
this year, followed by eleven more is 2006. However, 2007 will see the opening of only three new projects, followed 
by three more in 2008. This will not keep up with declining production in older fields, much less the increase in de- 
mand. 

OP AC has announced that world production is now seeing a 1 million barrel/day depletion rate. It remains to be seen 
whether the new production slated to come online this year and next will be sufficient to make up for that depletion 
rate. And should Ghawar collapse within the next year or two, the loss of production from this one field might cancel 
out all gains from new fields. 

Increasing demand in China and India might also keep prices strong. Both countries are building strategic petroleum 
reserves. The additional demand of filling these reserves could account for all new production this year, driving prices 
higher. However, if prices climb high enough, these countries will likely suspend purchases for their strategic re- 
serves, and might even open their reserves to help bring the price back down. 

So for the next two years prices will tend to be soft, though they will remain volatile due to production disruptions 
caused by natural catastrophe, warfare and a host of other causes. In other words, we may have a cushion for the 
next couple years. But how are we going to use it? If we provoke supply disruptions, the price will bounce up. Once 
the disruption is over, prices will drop. 



(Cont'd on page 11) 
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Gary Webb's first typewriter 



Carmichael, California; Saturday December 18, 2004, 
(FTW) - The world has said its powerful, enduring and 
loving goodbye to Gary Webb. 

Approximately 300 people came from as far away as 
New Jersey to this quiet Sacramento suburb to honor a 
man who - against all odds - made the corrupt and venal 
world of corporations, covert operations and search-and 
destroy economics blink, stagger and show its true vul- 
nerabilities. Webb's August 1996 Dark Alliance series in 
the San Jose Mercury News , and his 1998 book of the 
same name sparked an international outrage that led to 
congressional hearings, massive disclosures of criminal 
activity by the Central Intelligence Agency and the 
Reagan-Bush (I) White House. They also gave brief, if 
fleeting, hope to the oppressed - from America's inner 
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cities to villages and farms from Mexico to Colombia - 
that justice might not be the sole province of a parallel 
universe, untouched and unreachable from the world in 
which we "the abandoned ones" must live. 

But even as his memorial service was a stirring tribute 
to a man who changed our world, Gary's passing was 
not without controversy and a just few more cheap shots 

for which his courageous surviving 

family has paid the inevitable price. 

That was the nature of Gary's life 
and - given his experience since 
1996 - he would/should have ex- 
pected this. To be fair, these follow- 
on blows are also an inevitable by- 
product of all suicides for which the 
one pulling the trigger must bear 
some responsibility. 



Wy 



The Los Angeles Times' obituary , 
published just hours after Webb's 
body was discovered, drew univer- 
sal outrage at the service, not only standing room only 
from Webb's family but also from 
about eight of his long-time former colleagues - profes- 
sional journalists and writers all - who showed up to defy 
the way Gary's life had been distorted by corporate 
press in (as of last count) 73 obituaries published in the 
US and around the world. Most of Gary's obituaries 
were cut-and-paste jobs using material from the Times 
and Associated Press which explains the Times' rush to 
put their "stink" on Gary's passing as quickly as possi- 
ble. The LA Times obituary was published shortly after 
midnight on Sunday December 12th. 

Emmy Award-winning former CBS News producer Kris- 
tina Borjesson, herself a brutal victim of the mainstream 
media's "buzz saw", sat quietly in the crowded hall pay- 
ing her respects. She had come all the way from New 
Jersey and as I was leaving to come home on the last 
cleared flight out of Sacramento's fog-shrouded airport, 
she missed her flight home and probably had to spend 
the night there. This is what friends do for each other. 



The Times and the major press had to kill Gary Webb a 
second time just to make sure it stuck. He, like his in- 
credible and professional journalism, was that hard to 
kill. Otherwise they might all have all been shamed for 
their relentless continuing extermination of anything re- 
sembling real investigative journalism. 

As much as I know that Gary appreciated the many 
glowing tributes to his work, I also thought I heard him 
rage at some of the pseudo-journalism and malicious 
spin that followed his December 11th suicide because it 
came from people who should have been his friends 
and behaved like it. 



T 



But for those who were present, who spoke, and who 
sent messages to his family and to the world, it was 
clear that what Gary Webb accomplished in life was fully 
appreciated and will never be forgotten. Gary was re- 
membered and honored as he should have been. This 
is what will endure long after the bitter tastes and painful 
memories have faded from the consciousness of all who 
knew him. 



Gary Webb was a giant in a village 
of midgets. 

SUICIDE CONFIRMED 

Gary's suicide was accomplished 
with two gunshot wounds to the 
head. In death Gary proved to be 
as determined and single-minded 
as he had been in life. 



* I 



Because of the rampant and 
informed speculation that has been 
traversing the Internet it is a sad necessity to 
put this issue to rest right up front. What follows should 
be a warning and a lesson to all activists and progres- 
sives; to all those who dare label themselves as 
"journalists" without ever once following standard jour- 
nalism protocols designed to ensure fairness and mini- 
mize unnecessary harm to the innocent and those al- 
ready in pain. 

After arriving in this quiet suburb of Sacramento Califor- 
nia I drove to and photographed the outside of the 
house in which Gary died. The new owners were still 
moving in and they were extremely gracious. Then I 
drove to a nearby Doubletree Hotel and met Gary's fam- 
ily. I note that not one of the so-called journalists eager 
to cry murder -- especially radio demagogue and sensa- 
tionalist fear monger Alex Jones (See Below) -- both- 
ered to pick up the phone, send an email or make any 
attempt to contact the family or any agency for their ob- 
servations, wishes or facts. Not the slightest concern 
was shown by any of them for an already devastated 
family. The wounded were kicked and exploited when 
they were already down. For this there can be no par- 
don. 

In other words, one of the most fundamental tenets of 
journalism - one that Gary himself would have honored 
and demanded - was completely ignored by people who 
demonstrated that they have no class, zero judgment 
and not the slightest thought for anything but their own 
self-serving needs. 

Here are the facts: 

Gary Webb fired two shots from a .38 caliber revolver 
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into his own head. The entrance wounds for both shots 
were at or near the right ear. However, for the first shot 
Webb had the gun angled downward which produced a 
through-and-through wound blowing out his lower left 
jaw. This was obviously not a fatal wound. His second 
shot, angled upward, successfully reached the brain, 
killing him instantly. 

As a former LAPD police officer and detective I have 
seen several suicides where multiple gunshots, espe- 
cially from a relatively weak handgun like a .38, using 
inappropriate target ammunition, required multiple 
shots. In most cases the second and sometimes third 
shots were required because the victim made 
"hesitation" movements as they pulled the trigger, mov- 
ing the gun barrel away from a fatal trajectory. There are 
many places on the human head to which a gunshot 
wound is not fatal (e.g. the lower and upper jaws, the 
cheeks, the roof of the mouth, the nose, etc.). Only a 
shot to the brain usually produces death but even that is 
not always guaranteed. I have seen attempted suicide 
and homicide victims survive after a .38 "ball" round had 
passed completely through and exited the opposite side 
of the skull. 

Based upon an initial statement I received from an uni- 
dentified Coroner's spokesperson on the day of Gary's 
death, I and others had suspected a shotgun had been 
used because of indications of multiple wounds and the 
fact that one statement indicated that there was sub- 
stantial disfigurement. At the time, my notes indicated 
that the Coroner's staff member had said there was only 
one gunshot. That led me to suspect a shotgun. (12 
Gauge shotguns using 00 buckshot release between 
nine and twelve pellets, each causing a separate 
wound.). However, in an initial email to certain activists, 
authors and leaders who knew Gary, I was careful to 
use the qualifying word "suspect" because we didn't 
know for sure what kind of a weapon had been used 
and I said so. Given what Gary's brother and ex wife 
were to tell me later it's just possible that the Coroner's 
staffer made a mistake. Her phones were ringing off the 
hook. That happens sometimes and that's why reporters 
double check things. The fact that Gary had used a .38 
was not disclosed until a December 14th Coroner's 
statement and a follow-up story from the Sacramento 
Bee were necessitated by the hysterical rumor monger- 
ing an unbridled publishing coming from the activist- 
progressive community. 

Both Gary's ex-wife Susan and his brother Kurt viewed 
the body and they confirmed the location of the wounds 
to me when I met them. 

In addition, Gary left multiple suicide notes to family 
members which were confirmed to be in his own hand 
by them. He laid his driver's license out on the bed next 
to where he shot himself so that paramedics would be 



able to identify him. He had carefully placed his baby 
shoes in his mother's (her name is Anita and she is a 
real human being) storage bin. He had recently changed 
his bank account to make his ex-wife Susan the benefi- 
ciary. He had made statements to her in the days before 
his death that if this way the way he had to live he didn't 
want to continue. 

There had been no reported deaths threats against 
Webb and no physical violence directed against him in 
the days preceding his death. There had been no re- 
ported burglaries of his residence and Gary had men- 
tioned no recent difficulties or threats of any kind to his 
family. Several members of his family had seen Gary in 
the last days preceding the suicide and nothing out of 
the ordinary had happened except for the fact that his 
motorcycle had been stolen. Many friends and col- 
leagues were aware of what writing assignments Gary 
had been working on for a small local magazine and 
none of them had to do with the CIA or drug running or 
major government corruption even approaching the 
magnitude of the Dark Alliance stories. He had no pend- 
ing book contract, no publisher and - in fact - couldn't 
even get a full time job as a reporter. He was not writing 
another book. 

Thanks to the LA Times, the Washington Post, the New 
York Times and all major print publications in the coun- 
try Gary Webb had become virtually unemployable in 
the world of big newspapers or book publishing. Still he 
was never able to let go of his desire to be recognized in 
that milieu and those of us who knew him were fully 
aware of that. Because of the trashing of his reputation 
and the absolutely unforgivable abandonment he has 
received from his Mercury News editor Jerry Ceppos, 
any new Gary Webb expose in a major publication 
would have been discredited, discounted and ignored as 
soon as the major media saw his byline. 

Veteran journalist and American expatriate Al Giordano 
described Gary's dwindling hopes and despair in detail 
in a brilliant essay titled " Do What Gary Webb Did ." It is 
a painful read but well worth the effort for those who 
have doubts. 

A note warning movers arriving at Gary's house on Sat- 
urday morning, asking them to not enter the house but 
call paramedics had been taped on the front door. Gary 
was well-familiar with police procedures from his years 
as an investigative street reporter. He protected the 
crime scene for them. He knew that a homicide (suicide) 
crime scene could not be initiated until after an official 
pronouncement of death. Police officers cannot pro- 
nounce death. Only paramedics or doctors can do that. 
That was the first step and he knew it. He was careful to 
leave his license next to where his body was found to 
expedite the identification process. He was thinking of 
the paramedics and the cops and making their job eas- 
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Gary's son Eric reading a 
woman Maxine Waters 



ier. He had been scheduled to vacate his house that day 
because - due to his chronic inability to get a job with a 
large newspaper - he was unable to keep up the pay- 
ments. It had been sold and he was moving out. 

Ironically his stolen motorcycle was recovered by the 
police just a few days after his death. 

These are facts that cannot be 
faked unless one was to assume 
that Gary Webb was a willing 
conspirator in his own murder. 

The fact of Gary Webb's suicide 
is open and shut. 

TRIBUTES 

Gary was eulogized by his 
brother Kurt, his ex-wife Susan, 
his former sister-in-law Diana, his 
sons Ian and Eric, and his 
daughter, Christina. His grieving 
mother Anita and his uncle sat weeping in the audience, 
unable to speak from the podium. 

Kurt recalled that Gary's first dem- 
onstrated passion for writing 
came when Gary was eight as he 
won an award for a school essay 
titled "What America means to 
me". Later, the two brothers came 
across an antiquated mimeograph 
machine. While Kurt quickly tired 
of the cumbersome process re- 
quired to print a single sheet of 
printed text, Gary persisted - as 
was his nature - and rejoiced 
when he found that he could pub- 
lish the written word. Gary's first fbi Agent Lok Lau 
typewriter sat nearby on a table 
next to the podium as his brother choked through tears. 
Writing was clearly Gary Webb's truest passion. Gary 
later wrote for his high school paper, becoming its music 
critic prompting his brother to observe, "Even though he 
had no musical talent, he certainly had an opinion." 

Webb's brother then paused - as if reflecting on the 
harm caused by internet rumors - "Gary would never 
print anything unless he had checked it a couple of 
times over." 

Before ending his eulogy, Kurt Webb left us a visual pic- 
ture that will forever ring true with any serious journalist 
or author who has ever written about the CIA and drugs, 
or about government corruption. 

"We would see him slaving into the dark night to pursue 



his stories and that is the way I will always remember 
him." 

Ian, one of Gary's two sons read a letter expressing pro- 
found grief from California congresswoman Maxine Wa- 
ters who had championed Webb's stories in 1996 and 
1997. The remaining family members spoke briefly, 

struggling to find words to express 
their feelings through their tears. It 
was absolutely apparent to all who 
were in attendance that Gary was 
deeply loved and he left behind a 
wonderful, courageous and beautiful 
family. 



letter from Congress- 




I was the first to speak after the fam- 
ily. I had come bearing messages 
from Peter Dale Scott (The Iran- 
Contra Connection, Cocaine Politics, 
Deep Politics and the Death of JFK), 
Congresswoman Cynthia McKinney, 
former Assistant HUD Secretary Cath- 
erine Austin Fitts, former DEA agent and Bronze Star 
recipient Celerino Castillo (Powderburns), Al Giordano 
(Narconews Bulletin) and former US Army Special 

Forces Master Sergeant and author 
Stan Goff (Hideous Dream, Full 
Spectrum Disorder) . 

After delivering these incredible mes 
sages I made some personal obser- 
vations which hit the family hard and 
brought tears to all of us. 

I have only disclosed it to a few close 
friends over the years, but in the 
week prior to the publication of the 
Dark Alliance series in 1996 I had 
been wrestling with suicide myself. I 
had been trying to tell the world about CIA drug 
dealing for seventeen fruitless years and no one would 
listen. At the time I was broke, homeless, divorced, 
hopeless and fully convinced that the great effort of my 
life had amounted to nothing. I had been labeled crazy 
by the press and I had known the weight of a corporate 
media determined to destroy my reputation. FTW and 
my book, Crossing the Rubicon: The Decline of the 
American Empire at the End of the Age of Oil, would 
never have existed had it not been for Gary Webb. The 
best achievements of my life came to me because Gary 
Webb opened the door for them. 

Gary gave me back my purpose but ultimately he lost 
his. It was as if Gary Webb removed the gun from my 
mouth only to have it ultimately placed against his own 
head. 

I concluded my remarks by asking the entire audience 



Page -5- 



I concluded my remarks by asking the entire audience 
to join me in a Latin American salute for comrades fallen 
in battle. As I called an imaginary roll of heroes about to 
enter battle against the forces of oppression I called 
Gary Webb's name and 300 people in unison re- 
sponded, "Presente." 



the work of people who have no conscience, no ethics 
and little or no skill. 

But the marketplace of ideas does work on the internet 
and I am going to put it use right now. 



Only Gary Webb knows that. 

THE SHAME OF ALEX JONES 
AND JOHN HANKEY 

There were many hysterical, 
unfounded internet rumors and 
wild stories circulated in the 
days following Gary's death. Un- 
fortunately, almost all of them 
reached his family; the human 
beings you see in these pic- 
tures. I was even accused of 
participating in Gary's murder 
because I wrote that I had as yet 
seen "no reason" (i.e. evidence) 
to suspect murder and I, like 
many others had known pieces 
of Gary's state of mind in the 
months and years prior to his 
death. 




I was followed by many people who knew Gary: Journal- 
ist/author Lisa Pease; FBI Agent Lok Lau who quipped 
"The truth will not set you free. It will get you fired"; Faye 
Kennedy of the Sacramento area Black Caucus; former 
colleagues and professional journalists Tom Dressier 
and Kim Alexander who spoke for all of the real report- 
ers present in praising Webb's skills, professionalism 
and dedication; a Hollywood screenwriter and many 
other people whose lives Gary had touched. The room 
was filled with awards from his lifetime of writing, truth- 
telling and ceaseless digging. There were more tears 
shed than I care to remember. 

There were laughs and there 
was, above all, the great unan- 
swered question: Why? 



On December 14th, Alex Jones, publishing on his web 
site prisonDlanet.com released an article titled 

UPDATE : CORONER'S INITIAL FINDING: GARY 
WEBB'S DEATH CONFIRMED AS SUICIDE / NEW EVI- 
DENCE BEGINS TO INDICATE GARY WEBB WAS 
MURDERED MOST LIKELY CIA OPERATIVES HE 
WAS GETTING READY TO EXPOSE AGAIN / WEBB 
SPOKE OF DEATH THREATS AND SEEING 
'GOVERNMENT PEOPLE' LURKING AROUND HIS 
HOME / WAS HE ANOTHER DANNY CASOLERO?! - 
by Alex Jones & Paul Joseph Watson. 



Gary's brother Kurt 



None of these outrages inflicted upon Webb's family 
surpass those of radio demagogue Alex Jones and 
internet activist John Hankey. 

The internet is an indispensable tool which brings us the 
BBC, major publications, university research, data 
bases, instant communication, and authentic investiga- 
tive journalism. It also brings us a host of so-called jour- 
nalists - angry, selfish children playing with the loaded 
weapons of powerful words who contaminate this me- 
dium with garbage. Because the internet must always - 
like free speech itself - be free from censorship (for as 
long as we can keep it that way) we will have to endure 



Jones conducted separate radio inter- 
views on the 1 4th with a former 
"business partner" of convicted drug 
dealer Ricky Ross and a second guest, 
retired DEA Agent Celerino Castillo. Later 
Jones injected second-hand source comments (i.e. 
hearsay) from an alleged documentary film maker which 
were attributed to Ross. Ross' life and his selling of liter- 
ally tons of cocaine in Los Angeles had been Webb's 
entree into the dark world of covert operations. Castillo 
apparently had no idea his remarks were being aired in 
context with these statements - now known to be lies - 
made by a drug dealer. That part was apparently edited 
"for effect" by Jones later on. 

Cele and I have been friends for a long time and both of 
us knew Gary Webb well. At the time of that interview - 
he had not learned any details yet - Castillo stated that it 
was possible that Webb had been murdered but he did 



Upon seeing the headline I laughed. 
Danny Casolaro was a real journalist 
whose murder was made to appear a 
suicide but Jones could not even spell 
his name correctly. 

Jones has a large syndicated and 
internet radio show for which he claims 
a listening audience of "millions". 
Strange that he could not reach out 
into his vast empire to have someone 
in the Sacramento area check just a 
few facts before he published and sent 
his garbage out straight to Webb's 
family. FTW does that with its sub- 
scribers frequently because we - like 
Gary Webb - spare no effort to get it 
right. 
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n't know. I talked to Castillo later that same day and he 
was clear that he knew that Webb's life wasn't going 
well and that it could just have easily been a suicide. He 
just didn't know. 

But that's not the way Jones played it for his listeners 
and readers. No. Prior to interviewing Castillo, a col- 
league of Jones had interviewed Ross. Here are some 
excerpts of the Alex Jones written story published later 

that same day. Since no other 

sources are named - no family 
members, no colleagues, no one 
who had spoken to Webb per- 
sonally - then Jones' credible 
sources are two of the largest 
drug dealers in West Coast his- 
tory, one of whom (Ross) has 
spent almost two decades in 
prison. 

Hey Alex, drug dealers lie! And I 
am about to prove it. So do you. 

Jones and his co-writer said: 

Credible sources who were 
close to Gary Webb have 
stated that he was receiv- 
ing death threats, being 
regularly followed, and that 
he was concerned about 
strange individuals who 
were seen on multiple oc- 
casions breaking into and 
leaving his house before 
his apparent 'suicide' on 
Friday morning. . . 



Today's Alex Jones Show, 
aired on the GCN radio 
network featured inter- 
views with Chico Brown 
and Cele Castillo. Castillo 
is author of "Powder Burns 
- Cocaine, Contras & The 
Drug Connection." A re- 
tired DBA agent, Castillo 
personally witnessed CIA 
drug smuggling opera- 
tions. Chico Brown, was 
former business parter [sic] and co- 
defendent [sic] with 'Freeway' Ricky Ross, 
the biggest drug dealer on the west coast 
supplied by the CIA. 

Ricky Ross, one of Gary Webb's primary 
sources [Gary would have a big problem 
with this statement] had spoken to Gary in 




the days before his death. Gary told Ricky 
that he had seen men scaling down the 
pipes outside his home and that they were 
obviously not burglars but 'government 
people'. Gary also told Ricky that he had 
been receiving death threats and was be- 
ing regularly followed. It was also men- 
tioned that Gary was working on a new 
story concerning the CIA and drug traffick- 
ing. 

Gary described the men around 
his home as 'professionals' who 
jumped from his balcony and 
ran away when Gary con- 
fronted them. Alex Jones, while 
working with documentary film 
maker Kevin Booth has inter- 
viewed Ricky Ross many times 
from his federal jail cell in north 
Texas. On Monday night Kevin 
Booth broke the news to Ricky 
Ross during Ricky's once a 
week call that he makes to 
Kevin. The tape of that conver- 
sation which is edited to omit 
personal comments, is avail- 
able by clicking here. . . 

Former DEA agent Cele Casti- 
llo concurs that Webb was mur- 
dered and that in such a 
'revenge hit' situation it was 
common in his experience that 
the murderers would have likely 
talked to Webb at length about 
how and why they were about 
to kill him. In a death of this na- 
ture a homicide investigation 
would be par for the course but 
the media is complicit in bleat- 
ing like well-behaved sheep to 
the acceptance that this was a 
suicide. 

I wonder how come Ricky Ross didn't 
know that Gary's motorcycle had been 
stolen. It was the only out-of-the- 
ordinary event in Gary's life in the 
months prior to his suicide. Above are 
photographs I took of Gary's house (2016 Clearfield 
Way in Carmichael, a Sacramento suburb) showing 
clearly that it is a one-story house. There is no balcony 
anywhere and there are no pipes for Ricky Ross' Ninja 
warriors to slide down. There are aluminum drain spouts 
visible but they would not support a man's weight and I 
am at a loss to understand why a government Ninja 
would want to slide down it since the eave of the roof is 
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barely seven feet off the ground. It would be much eas- 
ier to hang from the edge and then drop a foot or two. 
And what would have been the purpose of being on the 
roof anyway? There's no door there. How did these Nin- 
jas get on the roof? 

Many credible activists and journalists - including this 
writer - have been previously burned by Jones' hyper- 
bole, salacious sensationalism and eagerness to play 
loose with and even fabricate facts in the past. But this 
travesty is beyond the pale; beyond redemption. 

But there is someone else who made Alex Jones look 
almost credible by comparison. His name is John 
Hankey and he sent FTW Science Editor Dale Allen 
Pfeiffer the following email a day before I flew up to 
meet Gary's family. 

> [Original Message (with punctuation as-is)] 

> From: JOHN P HANKEY <jhankey@lausd.k1 2.ca.us> 

> To: <calltoaction0416@earthlink.net> 

> Date: 12/17/2004 4:48:59 PM 

> Subject: Gary Webb's brother says suicide note a for- 
gery 

> 

> It seems Gary's colleagues, who should be rushing to 
his defense, are falling down. Ruppert says to "send 
flowers". Alex Coburn says, with no evidence, that it was 
probably a suicide and that Webb was depressed about 
his career. 

> 

> I'm just a school teacher, but I hired an investigator 
with money I don't have to go to Sacramento to see 
what he could see. 

> 

> My investigator says that Webb's brother says the 
writing on the notes is not Gary's. 

> 

> The investigator also examined the body and says 
that the entrance wounds appeared, to his non- 
professional eye, to be 2 shots from a 38s as reported 
by the coroner, in the right ear canal and in the back of 
the head; both exiting from the left cheek. You figure out 
the angle. Kelley O'Meara, who is knowledgeable in the 
field of head wounds, told me that the concussion from 
the explosion of 38 shot-to-the-head from close range 
would kill you before the bullet got a chance to 

An exaggeration perhaps, but the point is that the alle- 
gation of a second self-inflicted shot is ridiculous, let 
alone the angle 

The one big issue now is paying for the second autopsy 
Cyril Wecht is the foremost authority and it is inspiring 
that he has offered to do it. 

> 

> Certainly, THAT is what Gary Webb would have 
wanted He offered to do it for half his usual fee, which 



means the cost is $5725, not counting shipping charges 
to Pittsburgh, probably another $800 Wecht agrees that 
a criminal investigator should be engaged to examine 
the scene and attempt to determine the position of the 
body during both shots; and the amount of bleeding be- 
tween shots And a handwriting expert of course needs 
to be engaged Costs will probably total around $10 or 
$ 1 1 thousand 
> 

> I've never met Gary, and can only claim to be inspired 
by his courage and his work Further, I'm a poorly paid 
school teacher and can't possibly carry this financial 
burden I am pleading for his colleagues to take the 
question of his death personally, to ask yourselves what 
you would want us to do if you were "suicided think 
about that, and then do that for Gary. 

> Utterly impromptu, I have been appearing on radio 
shows begging people to send a pledge to my email 
address, info@jfkii.com. So far I received about $150 in 
pledges Pretty sad I [sic] pray his colleagues are more 
resourceful I'm grateful for alternative suggestions and 
initiatives. 

> 

> What say you? 

> John H 

This man is teaching children? 

When I gave a copy of Hankey's email to Gary's brother, 
his face turned crimson. He had seen Gary's notes and 
they were in Gary's handwriting. Sue, his ex-wife 
agreed. To everyone's knowledge no outside investiga- 
tor had been allowed to view the body and that too was 
objectionable to him. Only a few family members had 
seen Gary. Only an investigator hired directly by the 
family through an attorney would have ever been al- 
lowed to view the body by law. Even though I have tried 
to dispel as many of these disgusting stories as possible 
I had to hand Hankey's email over to Kurt who said that 
he would gladly take care of the problem himself. I can 
only imagine what has happened to Mr. Hankey since 
and I sincerely hope for the worst. 

Kurt did tell me that a second medical examiner had 
been called in to view the body and concurred with the 
initial findings. He added that as a gesture of courtesy 
the Coroner's office was going to bring in yet a third ex- 
pert to examine the body. No one in Gary Webb's family 
expressed even the slightest doubt as to what the find- 
ings would be. They had all - to one degree or another - 
seen it coming and as his ex-wife Sue wrote to me, "We 
are all kicking ourselves over it." 

So am I. So are all the people whose words I carried to 
Sacramento. Gary Webb was loved. 
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Gary is still teaching us from beyond the grave. Isn't it 
strange that the people who actually knew Gary Webb, 
and who were professionals like he was, all behaved 
one way; and that - sadly - many of the people who 
never knew him and have never been trained in journal- 
ism or investigative procedures behaved another? 




Mourners line up to sign the guest book 




Some of Gary's many awards and memora- 
bilia. "Crossing the Rubicon" was placed on 
the table by Gary's ex wife Susan. 



This is a time for all of us who are activists, professional 
investigator and journalists on the internet to distinguish 
and separate ourselves from those who do not employ 
professional standards for their investigation and report- 
ing. These standards are used to make what is con- 
sumed by a sometimes too-trusting readership trustwor- 
thy and useful. It is a matter of love and honor for those 
who read what we write. 

Just as the dishonest mainstream media distances itself 
from those of us who use this powerful medium out of 
fear, it is time for those of us who care about getting it 
right to draw an unmistakable line between ourselves 
and the internet "trailer trash" who detract from the very, 
very difficult job that Gary Webb gave his life for: Telling 
the truth, getting it right and proving it in a way that can 
be trusted... No matter what the cost. 

This is what Gary Webb taught us. 



[FTW's Science Editor briefs subscribers on new 

energy secretary.] 

W ho is Sam Bodman? 

And W hy Did Bush Nominate 
H im for Secretary of i nergy? 

by 

Dale Allen Pfeiffer 

December 17, 2004 0800 PDT (FTW) - On December 
10th, 2004, George Bush nominated Samuel W. Bod- 
man to replace Spence Abraham as Secretary of En- 
ergy. The nomination surprised everyone involved in the 
energy sector. Sam Bodman has little direct energy ex- 
perience. Considering the situation with regards to world 
oil production and North American natural gas produc- 
tion, you would think Bush would want an energy expert 
to take the reins at the department of energy. Who is 
Sam Bodman anyway? 

In the late 1960's, Sam Bodman began his career by 
serving as an Associate Professor of Chemical Engi- 
neering at MIT. Concurrently, he was the Technical Di- 
rector of the American Research & Development Corpo- 
ration, a venture capital firm. Next, Bodman went to Fi- 
delity Venture Associates, a division of Fidelity Invest- 
ments. He was eventually named President and Chief 
Operating Officer of Fidelity Investments and director of 
the Fidelity Group of Mutual Funds. In 1987 he moved 
to Cabot Corporation, a specialty chemicals and materi- 
als business. There he served as Chairman, CEO and 
Director. 

Sam Bodman first came to work for the federal govern- 
ment as a Deputy Secretary of the Treasury, where he 
oversaw efforts to reorganize the offices involved in 
stopping the flow of funds to terrorists, thwarting money 
launderers, and enforcing economic sanctions. Moving 
to the Commerce Department, Bodman shifted his focus 
to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, the Patent and Trademark Office, and the National 
Institute of Standards & Technology. 

After his nomination by President Bush, Bodman com- 
mented on his past experience, "Each of these activities 
dealt with the financial markets and the impact of energy 
and technology on those markets." 1 Yet Sam Bodman 
was virtually unknown to energy industry insiders and to 
Washington energy policy specialists prior to his nomi- 
nation. So why did he get the nod? 
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